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MICHAEL   FARADAY
1791-1867
FARADAY was the greatest physicist of the nine-
teenth century and the greatest of all experimental
investigators of physical nature.    He is a member
of the small  class of supreme scientists,  which
includes   Archimedes,   Galileo,   Newton,   Lavoisier   and
Darwin.     Einstein has said that the history of physical
science contains two couples of equal magnitude: Galileo
and Newton, and Faraday and Clerk Maxwell.   This is not
one of the less interesting of Einstein's equations.   From
it one can deduce an instructive result.    No one would
allow that even the wonderful Clerk Maxwell was as great
a scientist as Newton.    If the Faraday-Maxwell couple is
to   equal   the  Galileo-Newton   couple  Faraday must be
accounted a greater scientist than Galileo,   This deduction
indicates his place in the history of science.
Faraday's contributions to science were even greater than
Davy's, but his scientific superiority was gained at the
expense of a limitation of cultural spirit. The struggle for
the establishment of science as an integral part of civilized
production and culture was conducted and won by his
brilliant predecessor, in so far as such struggles are con-
ducted by one man. Davy had established the social
necessity for science, and Faraday proceeded along a route
whose importance was accepted. He followed the route
with extreme concentration, and jettisoned by accident and
plan all mental furniture and social habits that might
impede his progress. He was more like an athlete than a
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